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Biosecurity - It Pays

Biosecurity is a mix of attitude, routine,
communications and common sense as well as
an absolute necessity in modern pork
production.  

It’s also the perfect example of the old saying,
"An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure."  Who wants to pay by the pound when
they can do better by the ounce?  The idea is
simple: Adopt the attitude of doing everything
you can to keep diseases – including PRV –
away from your pigs.  Make biosecurity a habit.  

Start where your hogs are most likely to catch
diseases, other hogs.  First, isolate for at least 21
days and test all new stock before introducing
them into your herd. 

Prevent diseases from being carried in.
"Carriers" aren’t just new stock, but anything
and/or anybody that comes in contact with non-
herd pigs or equipment.  This includes a variety
of vehicles from your trucker’s truck to your
supplier’s van.  And, it can include you, your
employees or even your spouse if any of you go
any place where hogs might be – like a sale
barn.  The bottom line is you can’t be sure of
where you or anybody else might risk exposure,
so every entry and exit must be managed.  

Fence your facility to control traffic in and out.
Keep your facilities clean and sanitized.  Adopt
an all-in-all-out procedure for moving livestock
through the facility and institute good hygiene
to insure you and your staff are not carrying
diseases from one part of the facility to another.

Don’t get complacent.  Have an outsider, like
your herd veterinarian, check or audit your
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Introduction: 
The federal-state-industry National
Pseudorabies Virus (PRV) Eradication
Program is an unprecedented effort in
swine disease eradication by federal
and state animal health officials with
input from the nation’s pork producers.

PRV has been one of the most costly of
all swine diseases.  It has been
estimated to cost U.S. producers over
$30 million annually through vaccine
costs, testing, abortion, illness, loss of
productivity and access to some foreign
markets.  This estimate does not
include subclinical respiratory or
reproductive problems caused by PRV
in concert with other diseases.  

Discussions about the possibility of
eradicating PRV first began in 1975.  A
national control and eradication
program for PRV was officially kicked-
off on January 1, 1989.  As the
eradication program nears completion,
it is essential that all pork producers
continue to be aware of the risk of
infection and to implement the
production practices that will protect
their herds.
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biosecurity system and procedures at least once
a year.  You’ll be surprised how many "errors"
can sneak in or where diseases can hide in new
equipment, for instance.  

Finally, communicate.  Talk to everyone who
comes in contact with your herd about your
unique biosecurity system, how it works and
why it’s essential.  

Mostly common sense?  Yes, indeed, and it
pays! 
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